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2023 NORTHWEST LOUISIANA HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE SERVICE 
High School Writing and Arts Competition  

https://holocaustremembranceservice.org/competition/high_school/ 
 

Attention All Northwest Louisiana High School Students! To remember the lives that were lost during 
one of humanity’s worst periods, our community remembers the Holocaust with an annual memorial service. 
Through our remembering and active cooperation, we strive to obliterate injustice. Because our future is 
only as strong as our youth, we are continuing our annual writing and arts competition to encourage 
students to voice their understandings of the tragedy of the past and their hopes for the future. 

PROMPT INFORMATION: 

American Psychologist Gordan Allport, a recognized 
scholar in the study of human personality, reminds us 
that humans are not born prejudiced; rather, prejudice 
is learned.  

· Prejudice is prejudging people or groups which 
results in thinking about them or treating them in 
certain ways.  

· Discrimination is acting on a negative prejudice.  

Allport suggests that there are specific stages of 
behavior that are found in the escalation of prejudice. 
These escalating levels of discrimination move in the 
following order: 

1.  Spoken Abuse about the people or groups 

2.  Avoidance of the people or groups 

3.  Discrimination or Legalized Racism toward the 
people or groups 

4.  Violence Against People and Property of the 
groups 

5. Extermination or Genocide of the people or groups 

6. “It was Hitler’s spoken abuse that led Germans to 
avoid their erstwhile Jewish neighbors and 
friends. This made it easier to enact the 
Nuremberg laws of discrimination which, in turn, 
made the subsequent burning  
of synagogues and street attacks upon the Jews 
seem natural. The final step in the macabre 
progression was the ovens at 
Auschwitz” (Allport’s Nature of Prejudice) 

PROMPT: 

After reading the list as shown from Gordon 
Allport’s “Stages of Prejudice,” describe an event 
(or events) during the Holocaust that represent one 
(or more) of the stages of prejudice. Also, take a 
recent event (or events) in our world (local or 
global) that is an example of one (or more) of the 
same stage (or stages) of prejudice. 

 

GUIDELINES FOR ALL ENTRIES: 

There are ive separate categories for this year's 
competition. This year's categories include Art, 
Essay, Poetry, Short Story, and Musical 
Composition.  

· Entries must be submitted online through our 
official online entry form at: 
holocaustremembranceservice.org/
competition/submit 

· Entries must be pre-approved by your teacher 
(or parent if homeschooled) 

· Entry file name must include only the title of 
the entry. Files with multiple pages should 
include a header that has the title of the entry 
and the page number. 

· Entries must NOT include reference to student 
or school name anywhere in the file. This 
information must only be provided on the 
online submission form. 

· All entries must be in a digital format: . Written 
works should be submitted as pdf files. Art should 
be submitted as graphic files (such as jpeg, png, 
etc.). Accepted audio file formats include: MP3, 
WMA, WAV, ACC (M4A) and FLAC. Audio 
only, no videos.  

Each	entry	type	has	additional	criteria	which	
must	be	met.	*See	next	page	for	your	entry	type. 

Entries that do not follow these criteria and the 
category speci ic criteria below will be disquali ied. 

 

DEADLINE FOR ALL ENTRIES: 

All entries must be submitted no later than March 1  
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SPECIFIC CRITERIA  

ART  

Entries must be digitally submitted with the artist’s 
statement that includes title of the work and an 
explanation of your choices and how the work 
addresses the prompt. The Artist Statement must not 
include student or school name and must not exceed 
125 words.  

· Only two-dimensional entries will be 
accepted. Minimum size: 8 x 10, 
Maximum size: 18 x 24 and Maximum 
depth: ¾” 

· May include photography, digital images, 
charcoal, pencil, pen & ink, chalk pastel, 
watercolors, acrylics, oils or mixed media. 
Please note that all images, whether digital, 
artist, or photo-generated are considered 
property of the original artist. 

· Fixative spray must be applied to charcoal, 
pencil, and chalk pastels. 

· Renderings of another’s work will be 
disqualified. 

Winners will be required to bring the original piece 
(matted or mounted) to the service. 

 

ESSAY 

· No more than 500 words 

· Entries must be double-spaced, and in 12- 
point Arial font. Submissions must 
represent the independent work of the 
student, but teachers may provide 
grammatical or spelling recommendations. 

· Include acknowledgement of sources 
within the essay and bibliography of 
sources at the end of the paper (which 
should not be included in word count). 

 

POETRY:  

· You may use persona, narrative, or prose, 
or free verse.  

· Each poem may be up to 450 words, 
double-spaced, in 12 point Arial font.  

· Submissions must represent the 
independent work of the student, but 
teachers may provide grammatical or 
spelling recommendations.  

· Students must include a Bibliography (not 
included in word count). 

 

SHORT STORY  

· Short Story 3-6 pages in length. Your story 
will incorporate the past and the present. 

· Entries must be double-spaced, and in 12- 
point Arial font. Submissions must 
represent the independent work of the 
student, but teachers may provide 
grammatical or spelling recommendations. 

· Include sources at the end of the paper (not 
included in word count). 
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MUSIC COMPOSITION     

Instrumental or with words. 

Your music will encompass an example from Gordon 
Allport’s “Stages of Prejudice.” Use an event (or 
events) during the Holocaust that represents one (or 
more) of the stages of prejudice. Also, take a recent 
event (or events) in our world (local or global) that is 
an example of one (or more) of the same stage (or 
stages) of prejudice. 

· Entries must be digitally submitted with an artist’s 
statement that includes the Title of the work and 
an explanation of your choices and how the work 
addresses the prompt. The Artist Statement must 
not include student or school name and must not 
exceed 125 words.  

· Entries will be judged on mastery of the medium, 
artistic merit, and addressing the prompt. Mastery  
of the medium may be a formal composition 
technique or a simple approach.  

Possible styles and instruments: Choral, country, 
electronic, hip hop, jazz, world music, musical, 
orchestral, pop, R&B, religious, rock, symphonic/
concert band and traditional. All instruments, sounds, 
styles and combinations are accepted.  

Software may be used to produce an audio 
recording that does not include commercially pre-
programmed imported MIDI or other source files. 
Entries containing algorithmic composition 
techniques are not accepted. Originality: Only  
new and original songs inspired by the theme may  
be submitted. Each entry must be the work of one 
student only. Audio must not exceed 3 minutes in 
length and 1GB (one gigabyte) in file size. Videos 
will not be accepted.  

 

 

Ideas for Audio Quality for Recording: Do not 
place the recording device on top of an instrument(s) 
or speakers. Turn off all noise-making devices in the 
room (air conditioners, fans, telephones, etc.). Record 
a short test and listen to it. If needed, change the 
recording volume or microphone location. Allow for 
two seconds of silence at the beginning and end of 
your recording.  

Notation & Score Required. Notation software may 
be used to create a score. Whether the score is hand-
written or computer-generated, appropriate 
instrumentation and voicing are required for the 
performance. Number each page. Print on 8.5x11 (one 
sided only) or save/scan score as a single PDF. 

Artist Statement: Entr ies will be judged pr imar ily 
on how well the student uses his or her artistic vision 
that responds to the prompt. Many times, the artist 
statement will make a huge difference during judging 
because this is where the artist can explain the 
thoughts and feelings for the piece. An explanation  
of the significance of the music style might be a 
useful.  
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PRIZES 

Student Awards for High School Students 

· 1st Place Student (in each entry type):  
$400 Amazon Gift Card   

· 2nd Place Student (in each entry type): 
$200 Amazon Gift Card  

· 3rd Place Student (in each entry type):  
$100 Amazon Gift Card  

Note: Winners will be expected to attend the 
Holocaust Memorial Service.  

Teacher Awards  

· Teachers with students who submit 
qualifying entries in the writing 
competition will each receive a  
$25 Amazon gift certificate.  

· Teachers who attend the Holocaust 
Remembrance Service with at least three  
of their students will receive an additional 
$25 Amazon gift certificate. 

(Teachers who attend the service with students need 
not have students submit entries to receive an award.)  

School	Awards 

· Schools with students who submit eligible 
entries will receive $200. 

In addition to the winning students, contributing 
students, institutions, and award-winning teachers  
will be recognized during the Holocaust 
Remembrance Service. 

JUDGING CRITERIA 

· Originality and creativity 
· Historical accuracy 
· Addresses the contest theme 
· Follows the specific criteria for each category 

Contest judges review submissions with no 
knowledge of the writer’s identity, school, or 
residence. To provide anonymous papers for 
judging, the body of the entry should not contain any 
information identifying the student. The entry must 
be the original work of the student.  

Judges request that teachers review students’ 
work and submit only entries worthy of being 
considered for judging. By submitting an entry, 
you are agreeing to all the judging criteria.  

The decision of the judges is final. 

 

 

Note: Prizes are awarded at the discretion of the 
Holocaust Remembrance Committee. Some rewards 
may not be given, depending on the number of entries 
received and evaluation of merit by a panel of judges 

 

 

 

 

 

Please refer to 
www.HolocaustRemembranceService.org  
for up-to-date information and links. 

40th Annual Holocaust Remembrance Service 
Shreveport / Bossier City, Louisiana 

3pm Sunday, April 16 

Location: To Be Announced 

Program: To Be Announced 


